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EAPN Ireland

Strand House

22 Great Strand Street

Dublin 1

Ireland

Mr Vladimir Špidla

Commissioner for Employment, Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities

European Commission

Rue de la Loi 200, 1040 

Brussels

Belgium
29th April 2009
Re: Cuts to Budget of Irish Equality Authority

Dear Mr Špidla
The European Anti-Poverty Network (EAPN) Ireland
, the Equality and Rights Alliance
 and the European Network Against Racism (ENAR) Ireland
 would like to raise our grave concern regarding the 43% cut in the budget of the Irish Equality Authority which took effect in 2009. We believe that this cut may breach Ireland’s obligations under European Equality legislation and specifically Article 13 of the Race Equality Directive (EC/2000/43).
We are aware that the Irish Equality Authority is actively engaged with and highly regarded by Equinet for its role in addressing discrimination and promoting equality in Ireland and for contributing to EU level thinking and practice in this area.

Following the confirmation of the budget cuts the Chief Executive of the Equality Authority resigned in December 2008 stating that he did so because he believed the Authority ‘had been rendered unviable’. Following the resignation of Mr Crowley, six members of the Board of the Equality Authority resigned their positions because they agreed with Mr Crowley’s assessment.
In March the Green Party, a minority party in the current Government, passed a motion at its annual conference at which they called for the funding cut be reviewed because of its impact on the capacity of the Authority to carry out its functions. On the 22nd April the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform made a commitment to carry out a review of the Authority’s funding and we await the outcome of this review.
Recent developments at EU level on a new equality directive include a requirement in Article 12 that Member States have in place ‘an independent functioning and adequately funded’ national body to promote equal treatment of people covered by the directive. If this directive comes into law it will put further pressure on the Irish Government to reverse its decision, on the funding cut, which seriously hiders the functioning of the Equality Authority and its ability to carry out its role under EU legislation.
We are asking the European Commission to carry out a thorough review to assess if the 43% budget cut to the Equality Authority puts the Irish Government in breach of EU equality legislation and particularly Article 13 of the Race Equality Directive.

We look forward to a speedy response from you in relation to this urgent matter of concern and would welcome the opportunity to discuss these issues with you in greater detail.
Yours sincerely
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Philip O’Connor
Joanna McMinn

    Triona Nic Giolla Choille
Chairperson

Chairperson


    Chairperson

EAPN Ireland 

Equality and Rights Alliance
    ENAR Ireland 

� EAPN Ireland is the Irish member of the European Anti-Poverty Network and has approximately 150 members nationally.


� The Equality and Rights Alliance is a coalition of over 80 civil society groups seeking to ensure the promotion and enhancement of human rights, equality and social justice in Ireland.


� ENAR Ireland is the Irish member of the European Network Against Racism.





